i
|
—
|
I

Puif SOCUMEWT COuTAtRS IAFO

anD 784. OF ThE .3, TODE. A AMENIED.

Q. What industrial p
plaote located?

Q. What new building construction vas
plant structures?

A. Near the Antung area I didn't see umany.
After we had passcd Baikal Lake, somewhere within

we bad no watches o= saps - on the right-hand side of
had been huge steamshovels at vork and &n emvankment of

but I didn'‘t see them.
five or six hours -~
the railrocd there

earth hed beex put up. Tvo thinge

CF THE LNITED 3TAT(S. ®ITeinm TeE MEANING CF TIT.E . }
ITS TRARIMIIBION GR MLvE.
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lants were ovserved Aloné the rail route? Where were these
Did these plants sppesar to be new or old?
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noted'ti Were these warehouse or industrial
i .
I

I don‘t say there weren't any there

were going on there. They were building

scmetiing. 1nside that embapkment &nd outside, the river was being dredged as

4f 1t were being prepar=d for navigaviom..
I didn’t keep track of locations.

s which were at the Jumction ‘of the Siberian
had ccme &eross another loag gtreteh of flat-

that I was very muck impressed.

wve came to three big development
ratlroad &nd the river, after ve
lend. The first vas at the town O
voth sides of the river. I am nc%

It was such & huge piece of werk
Later oz

£ New slihcria. and 1% extended for amiles oa
gure about direstions. Vo cams dovwn along
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Q.

railroeds 25 or 30 ysars age.
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one eide of the river and there vere thess smormous snroctuses. Bo maARy trains
vere movimg by in both directions \".lhnt I covidn’< see all of tham. There were

rovs and Tows of new apar-tuswt hm- for the vorkers., Bome of the factories

were of all shspes. Soms scemsd Lo e refinsries axd bad big pipes that extended
for several city dlocke. I cammct ‘Mu- the sxkct locations of theae Plants.
Xoae of them was olid. Some my lavF teon thres or four years oid but <he igpressive
thing about the whole sceme wes the mewness of 1. Soms cf them weTe warehouses.
Alazg the lime I exw what cppesred To be tremerdouvs graia elevators, very tall omes;
I vovld say 10 etoriss high. ‘ !

What was the speed of the train on-rhic'l yozr travell sd?

The traims in Chine were far superior to the ocme we rode in Ruasia, amad ran at a
speed of around 35 milss ar bour. gévwver, since I dide’'t have a watch to time i<,
I cean't be pocitive of this. Ve changed trains at Mukdsr and at Mamchoull. The
Ruasslen train was older and slover amd I Judgs iv's« spesd was Gotwesm 20 and 25 mtles
az hour. ‘fhe 8iberim reilrosd must be & censtest. problex to then. ¥Fhs rcad bed
zeered %o be im poor condition amd ie vas the s:toatiom all the wvay through to
the Ural Mowmtains. Wo werc vold that this railroed ves domble-irerked &1l the way
but part of the time we were switched off 0 & bramch lime that was only singls-
track. I doa't kmow whethor this was because they dida't want us $0 ses sonathing
that was going om alomg tie mAiR rovte or whether they were ropairing the roed.
Wacnever we went downhill the eRgis ar had the brake om all the way. Thers ware
groat groups of people cut working om the romdbeds all throughout Siberia. They
were workiang at great pace and im some places, in order to keep the trsins noiag,
they wowld have to go over it twice, first temporarily thena second time to pat
down the ballast, otc. I think the |1on¢ vinter aad hesvy frost is & constant
provlem ia keeping the railrcads open. There was the feciing ik my mind that the
engiacer was vneesy aboxt the road bed all the wvay across Siberia. Apparently,
katping the railroads iz shkeape is a matter of great urgency and importance <o

the govermment, elsc there would pot have been sc mAXy people &ll alomg tha Toute
working on the roedbeds. I don't knov whvther it was draft labor or hire but im
any case living accomodstiorns that vere Sem:-permanent wers provided for tham
right aloageide the %tracke. ZThese vere large boxtare converted into homeos. Staps
had boon imstalied and the=c were aztennss up for radios and ssme of them had
swings up for the children underzeath the cars.

We travelled on cosl-burming traims gnd I saw nothing bzt ceal-burning trains until
&lter we passed the Ural Mountsing. | From thers on intc Moscow thaxe were ssctions
where the treins were electirified apnd moved faster. Thers wore l1ittle railrced
yards thet had beex eslectrified and they ed slectri:c ewitch lLocomotivae. 'Wo savw
Russian svldiers doing construction work all aloag %thif portion of the railroad.
All af the wvorkeras vore uuifarms c¢xcapt “he lowest grade laborere. WOme:Z were
working right along with ths men. They were doirg most of the setticxm work., I
only s&Yy oke wamsa oz the evitck engine; thowsh, and I dan't knov whether or act

| she was an emgineex,, Electrificetionr 1s still liwtved,although from the AmOust

of vork goimg om they wiil bave the estire line from the Ur=l Momntains west
electrified. They wore buildiag eseel towers at iatervals; and ve saw piaces where
soldiers werTe eacsmpsd aad they woulé be BOVIAE arouiad likte Tegular onginesrs

| r~hgilding sad ropairing iz soae yh.' s but primna=ily diggimg holes for tke elactric

tovsre. T wers wery such imterested in the railroed work because I ussd 0 WOTrk om
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How miay Yraing ware sseR per day roving ..n the cprosite dlv-s wicut VWhat were ' ;
they carryirg? ‘ ! =

! '

On tue madnr road T voulé/.ay that there wre apywhers from 30 to 60 trains s
day POSCimg ws. Immahimondviththemto*mteﬂelmmme C -
freigut and . the miiitery uxmits om the move. Thesve appeared to be fully equipped

a3 - 1T they were operating or « war-time ba-il. They were crwpcrtinz trucks and
big gurs; but nat how mxny I can’t swy. 'Bnre weTe slweys ,vi-ible guards with
guns ridimg the materiel cars. Thoere wes a4 trsmemdcus mom of heavy industry
machinery, and rev irom. emd great ampounte of shest metal and girders. They were
8lso moOvimg great quantitics of tsricultml implemense, includimg tractors. 1Ia
Siberia I sav very few tractors ant not nch improved agriculture. Omnce we crossel
the Ural Mouztains the cultivation prow increasad. Afver we passed the Ural
Mountains we eew. vhole cars full of plows, harrows, and other machingry. Thore was
aloc & Lot of cheap iow-grede cosl and blwera, probadly for imdustrial Zurnaces.
Aad “there was a groat amount of lumber bous carried. Incidentally, I noticed

that throughout £iberisa and up until we crocued the Mounu‘u there was more birch
then aay other kind of <tree although there were some zedars and pimes. Thaa after
we croseed the Mountains there were miles ond miles of plnnted evergresn and cedars,
two rovs of them. The row nearest the tracks hal the tops trimd o“r 80 that 1t
gave me the impression of a step-like formatiom. i

‘What vas the approximate size ¢f the tank ‘c-.r: Cbesrved en route? Eav mazy tank

cars were observed and whal was the most couon eize? |

I was amszed at the site of the tani c.a.rl.f i would say thev vere almost twice as
big a8 ours. They were all that size. The railroed tracks are w:.der than ours.
I couldm’% begin to estimate the number "Mt we 84V, i

What eviderce did you note of the ccnm:mct‘an cf romn:.cntiona facilitiea?

Ths first thing we noted was a% regular lmmls there were tremendons masts with
wires. Whether they were jammag or rehy; stations I domn't know. Just after we
had crossed the Ural Mountains there was & seven-story tower. Tvo days before we -
reached Moscow there were grest voedea tovers vith nothing clce a&rcund them buz
steps leading to the top. I was amszed at the variety of :nmm-t:s for high teasion
wires. I dom’t ses how <hey kept track otl them. Some were made of o0ld posts amd
some of ‘iron girders. There were.high pover tension wires everywhere west of
the Ural Mountains. As we approached Moac‘ow I noticed that in small zlusters here
&nd there were televigl Cn Antexass. Therre would be a group of them near a factory,
for imstamce. Al in all . sav six or oevea differant typez ol these antennas.
I heoard scme comve:sw.10n in the dining car that there was a struggle goiag on in
East Germmuy fur comrol of tke television air and that the Ruzsiams were now
experimenting with telewision e0 they coul‘d take over. ;

Did you note axy evidence of rolling stoclc; shortagest

There ¢1dx't seem tO e ARy groat shma.gc: becanse we &8V & grest namber of loco-
mstives and oars tkat didwr’t appeas to be in bad shape. They were off oa &

aiding. There were soms o0ld museum piecos for switch engines and I was ippressed
Wwita +he way they were &ble to kesp those ©61ld locamotiives sozns LIeTe were ropeir
yirds alomg the tncm wirere they almost r‘ebnilt cars r.&h’ out in the open air. I
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84w scme that had besm in wrecks anrd they pn'-tica.lly rebuilt them e:t:ire.zy.\ Amnong
the militery equipment being tradrsported therc were isome objects like railroad cars
but Just the flocr of the car with the axles sticking oxt. There vere 15 oﬁ these

on this shipmewd axd in another- m—r-«;m car were the wiesls. Although I can't
give any Jdefiwite figures becsuse I saw so mzch <a such & short time, ay impressian
is that they are not scffering any -hor*agc ¢f reolling stock.

|

\
Did you have any delays or tie-ups? If so,‘ o> what reasone? l

, | \

We were onr what they considered a fast m: It tosk us seven days but they u:Ld
it uced to take 10 or 12 days acrose Russia. We stopped avery three or rou.r‘ hours
for about 20 minutss all the vay. Before we reached the Ural Mountaine we leer-d
to be proceeding very cautiously and 8o were the freight trwins. Once past the
Movxtains the freigkt traips mséde nd stop? that I sav. Our stops wers at statioae
and I dom't know why they were made. ;

|

\
What types of freight cars were in uze axtd vm:re? ‘l‘vo-ule or four nx"-‘t c.ptcity‘l
They were veTy mmeh like ours and the conct;ructmn appeared to be like ourl.! )v‘
impressior vas thet all the freight cars head four axles, two front, two rear. I
sav 20me that had carriers undermeath. Most of them loghed like curs but some had
tvo bupers oa the rsar exd. ;

Di1d you note ary loading piattices? : : i

After passing the Ural Mourntains I c¢ouldn‘t help but feeli impressed by the amount
of movable cranes. In the big industrial centers there were many of them, but

I don‘t remember exy r1ght down &t the railroad tracke. There were the loadimg
platforme <het locked like ours and loading onto the ¢ars by men with samall trucks
and hrnd carts. It reminded m» of homs. ; v ‘

Is the Harbin-Suifenho railroad .ime ¢lngle, double c¢r triple tracked? ‘

I think i1t was all double sSracked. At oxe in?age we wers shurted off to a ﬂ.hcle
track line on & veyry wide roed-bmd, probadly because they 4idn‘t vant us to see
that ysrtizular section c¢f the main line. |

|

\

Did vou note aay signs of civil defense activity? i
' |
I

I sav nothing that iocoked like it tc me. Ho sigus for sir-rsid shelters. ‘

Did ynou eées any sigus of foreced Iabor er'tnrity? |

There was RO way ¢ knowing whether the labor wag forced or not. I dida‘t see
any guards stamding around with guns or any: indication that the workers wre‘
prisoners. Most of them wore uniforms. 1 ‘

) i |
Did you see amy signs of laber magration or tranefer. \

\ .
Ks sav t  'wendous tramsfers of railroad JAbt"‘ gangs. Apd there were large sroupa
of s0ldic. s Teimg meved with miizzary &nd *nsme *ing equipest. It 511 aeemd
to f1t in with all the construsrion vork +ha.* waE gOoLng On.
vo OF'FICI_ALS ONLY
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Did you see any evidemce of mew srorkers' living gquarters?

Yes, and it was nt‘e:cutins to vee the 2istiuction betwsen the homes for the
aifferent workers. |Coming in on ke far emstern slde of Rassis tke houses were
mostly log cabins. .J!'he-re vere whole rows of prefébriceted houses, small snd
some of them vere wvithout doors and some withouli wimdows. They had lights and
white paint arcumd ,tlw wvindow frames dut alwmoet moxe of them looked attractive.
.Ths farmers and people not directly conpscted with the industrisl plants iived
in these. BEut in efvery area vhere the new factories wnd plants were eracted or
beicg erecte’ they ¥ere building 2-3-3 gtory sapartment houses, neariy ail of
them being covered ]lwith asbestos. Most of thege were made of cement but some
were of vood. They were putting in sidewelks around thzm anéd making then r:ather
attractive. But in no place where there vas not a large industrial plant vere
the bouses axytking special. The shacks and huts looked as they migh® have
looked & hundred years ago but they seemed to be going to a let of trouble to
impross their owe paople with the advantages of Driig & ipdustrial worker.
Even outside Moscow im the villages there were no gidewalks or psvements, Just
mud roads with grass geowing here and there, azd the heuses were little log
cabins. We were v-iry near to Moscow before we 34V any sutcmobiles and the rcads
were not anything decent until as near a& 30 or 40 miles te the civy. I don’'t
know what type of trucks or venicles could go over the roads, they were co bed.

The Russicns have & great dsal tc do.

|
Do you have any knowledge of wage rates snd/or methods of payment?

I only know that the vaitress in cur dining car is paid three thousand rubles &
month, snd the lady managexr of our car, a Jewsass, s&ld her salary was four
thausand rubles & month. She told ne, incidentally, that at first Communisnm

was very difficult|but 1t really wvasn't so bad. Tipping is not allowed but our
group zade a pool and gave 15 rubles apiece to the man and woasn in charge of
our cer. Both vers very friendly and would bring us in little cakes for which
we paid 2k rubles apiece. Also, there were on our trein some men Who were,
engiusers. One of| them had formerly been in the Army and he spaie German.! The
amount of money he] spent ou that trip for vodke and champagoe was unbelievable.
There were others in.the dinipg car who spent ¢rom 120 to 130 rubles on one meal.

Sc, therec are some good galaries being paid 1n Ruraia.

Did you note any llnbor shortages? Have you any information on the availability of

consumers' goods? ‘

T didn't see amything that indicated there was 8 jabor shortage.

Bvery time the tra"in stopped I got off to lock around and make some purchnbe..
Ags soon a8 ve had k_rossed the border intc Russia we were on our own, 80 10, speak,
and an official of" the tourist bureau gave me four shousand rubles to pay for
meals on the train or anything else. There was plenty of fncd and consumer goods
to be had at the larger railroad stations and it was cheaper than food 1in *he
dining car. These are prices for the articles 1 remembered for sale im the

x=stions: ‘ ‘

Can of cmnklod pineapple (advertised "Same a& bought in Bswaii) - 8 rubles
Bar of hand[soap - 1-1/2 rubles
Fountain pex;x {the one doliar kind) - 20 rubles
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' Vodisa (smali bottle) - 16 rubles
‘Port Wine - 20 rubles
lemon ~(small & withered) -~ 4 rubles
Shoes (Om ration) - Men‘s -120 to 40O rubles |
i Woran‘ 6-150 to 300 rubles |
Children’s -30-40-80-100 ruble:
‘Dish of 1ce cream - 1 rubie |
'Glase of fruit juice - 80 kopeks
One fish (fioundsr) sbout 1-1/2 1bs. - 9 rubles .
Large sugar cookie - 1 ruble
Small sugar cookie- "85 kopeks
Bottle of beer- 5 rubles
Bottle of black ale- 3 rubles
Soda water - 3 rubles
Bgg (1) -1 to 1-1/k rubles
Bottle of milk . 2 sudbles
Choese, 1/k 1v. slab - 8 to 10 rubles
Apple (1) '« 5 rubles i
Pocket Knife - 8 to 15 rubles ‘
Magazines - 2 to k rubles (ell issued by Central Government )
Gorman-Russian Dictiomary - 8 rubles :
Suitceses - 12-15-18 rubles (poor quality)
Suit of clothes . 120 rubles and up

¥ o -, Y

Do you know any prices of rail ticksts or meals? Postal or freight rates?

My railromd ticket from Manchoull to Moscow, first class, vas 1450 rubles. Second
tlass is 1150. Reguiar roed, such as meat and Potatoes, |wvas cheap. We could get
that for from S to 7 rubles.

Bread and dutter - 80 kopeks

Cup of caffee - 85 kopeks

Cup of cocoa - 75 kopeks

Disk of rice - flightly more than 1 ruble

Three eggs, fried or boiled - 3 rudbles, 75 kopeka
8irloin steak - 5 ~ubles, 75 kopeks

Glass of spricot juice, imported - b rubles
Small jolly roll - 2-1/2 rubles

8»&ll piece of cheese - 4 rubdbles

I bave =0 imform~tion on postal or freight retes.

i ! |
Do you knmow of any insvances of Tationimg? If so, vhat 1‘tm'tnd 10 wvhat eoxtent? .
I Xuow the shoes were rat?omed from sceing them on sale in the stations. I also
Botiv.u that differemt classes of pecple wore d1fferent Kiuts of shoes. Ther=s
d1dn't seem to be mmch choies in 3tyle, dbut I noticed tha; the lady mARAgeT of
our car wore shoes that wers of better quelity than the waitress 1in the Qi
roca, amd the man meatger wore shoes of better quality than the porters but| not
€0 .g00d &8 mOst of the paRorengers . Tie lady mexmger said thet & persog got what
ha was eztitled to and by thet I presume she meant according to his classe.

Have you sxy informaticn about tke availability of comni‘cationn facilities to
the gemeral publict

I have practically no information about this except that I saw radio masts An over

the country from the Ural Mountaeins cp in; aund most of the houses seemed to have

electricity. I 4d1d not see telephone wires or poles. - ond -
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